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tarianism of the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries. *In
opposition to the doctrine of predestination championed by
Augustine and Luther from motives of a profoundly religious
nature, the Nominalists stood for absolute indeterminism.
They applied this notion to God as well as to man, and thus
regarded the sanctity of the moral law as residing not in its
own nature, but in its origin from the divine command; a
position which offered a convenient excuse for placing certain
outward forms that happened to suit the purpose of the
Church on an equality with the moral law. The practice of
granting indulgences was a sufficient indication of the moral
value of this system. The theological utilitarianism of the
succeeding centuries was less extreme; but the barren
rationalism of its theology and the gross egoism of its ethics
were well adapted to drive the profounder thinkers of the
time into freethought or mysticism. The Kantian ethics
has a moral earnestness about it that makes it far superior
to this vulgar indeterminism, with its poverty of thought
Kant, however, was still under the spell of the naturalistic
conception of cause. Recognising that this notion was in-
applicable to the realm of morals, he distinguished reason,
as the faculty of seeking conditions for the conditioned, from
the understanding as applied to causes; though the latter
is really only a mode of exercising the former faculty. He
thus reached the wholly untenable position that human
beings are to be regarded under a twofold aspect: that while
their actions, which belong to the phenomenal world, are
subject to natural causality, as intelligible characters they
are perfectly free with reference to the same actions. This
union of contradictions, which was entrenched behind the
antithesis of the phenomenal and intelligible worlds, found
Its appropriate climax in the remarkable doctrine that the
intelligible itself becomes phenomenal in the will.

The, distinguishing mark of moral responsibility is the